CERERE PRACTICE ABSTRACT #8, November 2018
This project received funding from the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation
program under Grant Agreement n° 727848

www.cerere2020.eu
Author: Réseau Semences Paysannes
Contact:contact@semencespaysannes.org
Editor: RSP
Link: www.semencespaysannes.org

About CERERE
Through a balanced, multivactor network of researchers and communities of practitioners, the
project promotes innovation by producing and disseminating accessible endvuser materials and
training products for farmers, food manufacturers, consumers, researchers and policy makers.

COLLECTIVE BRAND AND PARTICIPATORY GUARANTEE SYSTEM
(PGS): A PROGRESS APPROACH IN FARMERS' BREAD WHEAT CHAIN

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

The creation of a
collective brand could
hardly be carried out
without the
establishment of a
collective guarantee
system.

This system is based on the direct
participation of the collective’s members in
the drafting of the specifications and in the
implementation of control procedures and
certification decisions. Controls are carried
out on a peer-to-peer basis involving
producers, consumers and processors of
wheat flour, for instance basing on the
model of Nature & Progrès’ PGS.

Outcomes
PGS not only makes credible the brand's information on the production practices, but it also
contributes to an ongoing process of co-producing knowledge and learning from producers
to improve their practices. This last aspect, highly social, is perhaps the most important for
the members of the collective geographically distant from each other.
As a concrete example, farmers in Aude (France) have set up a participatory guarantee
system for the attribution of their Flor de Pèira® brand on wheat flour.

Practical Recommendation
o There is a need for direct involvement of the network partners in the development of the
standard, the specifications, and the implementation of the verification and certification
decision procedures. The implementation of the standard and the consistency of practices
depend on the fact that these are built by local producers (and sometimes consumers)
themselves.
o Peers and their community are the best placed to measure compliance. They are the ones
who must carry out the visits and audits.
o Visits should be an opportunity for peer sharings to foster collective learning and improve
the standard.
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o The cost of entry and membership for producers needs to be reduced as much as possible.
The reduction of the costs is done in particular by the voluntary service of the members of
the PGS, both for the controls and for the few administrative procedures necessary (to be
reduced to the minimum).
o The governance structure must be "horizontal" by minimizing hierarchical and
administrative levels.
o During the deliberation period of the labeling committee, the respondent must not be
present.
o It is important that recommendations are given to respondents if the committee identifies
areas for improvement.
o Include several representatives of the various links in the chain among the labeling
committee (for instance: a farmer, a miller, a baker) to have several points of view.

Further Information
http://flordepeira.com/
Lemeilleur S., Allaire G. 2016. 'Certification participative des labels du
mouvement de l’agriculture biologique: Une réappropriation des
communs intellectuels'. 12th AFD International Conference: "Commun
et Developpement", 1-2 decembre 2016, Paris, France.
http://www.natureetprogres.org/charte.pdf
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/organic-policy-guarantee/participatoryguarantee-systems-pgs
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Evaluation and sharing of the results
Use the comment section on the CERERE website to share your experiences with other
farmers, processors, retailers, advisors and scientists. If you have any questions concerning
this Practice Abstract, please contact the author by e-mail.

